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The mission of this newsletter is to inform our members of the activities, events, and classes in the 
local beading community and to provide a forum where members can share beading knowledge and 
techniques. 

  
  

In This Issue 
Message from the President 
Upcoming Events 
June Raffle Basket 
Fun at Sawmill Market 
Making Bead Boards 
Class Photos 
BSNM Show at Placitas Library 
Fiber Arts Airport Display 
Fundraiser for Barbara Butcher 
Placitas Flea Market 
BSNM 2022 Elections 
What Have You Been Doing 

While Staying at Home? 
From Our Local Businesses 
Placitas Library Call for Artists 
Pursonalities Plus 
Gem of the Month 
Bead Crochet Book 
Glass Exhibit 
Photographs into Beaded Art 
Inside a Native American Art 

Counterfeiting Syndicate 
COVID-19 Pandemic Updates 
Keep in Your Thoughts 
BSNM Financials Available on 

Website 
2021 BSNM Calendar 
Procedure for Submitting for 

Publication 
2021 Board of Directors 
 
This newsletter welcomes new 
ideas from members and solicits 
articles and items of interest.  Any 
special events taking place in your 
life (birthdays, anniversaries, 
condolences needed, new job, 
moving, births, weddings, awards, 
trips, transitions, etc.)? 
All manuscripts are subject to 
editing.  The editor does not 
assume responsibility for the 
accuracy of information contained 
in the articles received. 
Please send all contributions for 
the newsletter to the editor in care 
of the Bead Society of New 
Mexico. 

From the President 
Dear Artisans, 
BSNM’s May outing was a slam-dunk!  We “Zoomed” with those who couldn’t attend 
(thanks, Barbara Rosen) and did a live feed on Facebook (thanks, Pan Troutman).  First, we 
gathered at the Sawmill Market for a “reunion” luncheon!  We had not seen our fellow 
members in person for more than a year and a half.  No one wanted to leave.  All the 
longed-for, missed hugs we made-up for on that perfect afternoon!  Those hugs from the 
members were so energizing!!  It brought tears to my eyes just to see everyone and their 
smiles again.  Liz Sands won the coveted “Flamingos and Margaritas” raffle basket –she’ll 
look great in those pink rhinestone winged sunglasses!  And that lucky Nan Card won the 
door prize – a gift certificate from Mama’s Minerals.  Nora Diaz and Sylvia Chao each 
bought a Bead Board Extraordinaire.  Afterwards we walked across the street to Mama’s 
Minerals where we went into a bead-buying frenzy – at 30% off!  A special thank you to 
Heather and Jake at Mama’s Minerals: You were great, thanks again for your help! 
The annual swap-meet is back and will be held in June 2021.  Clean out your bead 
rooms and your bead drawers and donate/swap/sell your gently used items and beads at the 
swap meet.  Date, time, and location TBD.  We are hoping to get in Los Poblanos by the 
lavender fields in Los Ranchos.  But will let you know when BSNM is notified.  So, keep 
digging out your bead goodies and bead-related items, display items, patterns, and/or 
projects that need a new home to sell/trade/buy at the swap meet. 
BSNM’s annual trip will take place in July 2021.  Date and time to be announced 
(we’re still finalizing all the plans).  Members will carpool to Santa Fe, have an early lunch, 
and visit our favorite bead stores; there are discounts at some of the bead stores.  Please 
sign-up online at www.beadsocietynm.org and specify if you can drive or you need a ride. 
Members Mary Ann Cordova, Helen Yackel (our new Secretary), and Pat Verrelle 
have been working on the ever-popular and much-requested 11x7-inch oval and 11-inch 
round bead boards.  We still need volunteers to help sewing the cord in the fabric 
strips, which is done with a straight line of sewing and a zipper foot on your sewing machine 
– nothing complicated.  Please call Pat Verrelle at 505-980-6401 if you can help. 
Collette Chamberlain’s Suncatcher/Snowflake class on May 8th went so fast.  We had 
a ball – all of us 100% vaccinated and beading away making our suncatchers.  Collette is 
such a good artist!  Thanks Collette, the students loved your class! 
Pam Troutman is teaching her Polymer Clay Cane-Making class on Sat., June 5, 
2021.  See Upcoming Events for details and your supply list. 
Teresa Kenyon will teach her Bead Corral class on Sat., June 26, 2021 using a 
technique called napkin collage.  Bead corrals keep those pesky seed beads from running all 
over your bead board.  See Upcoming Events for details and your supply list. 
Liz Sands will teach her Blue Sky Earrings class in July.  Date, time, and location TBD.  
(Waiting to hear from North Domingo Baca on using their facilities.) 
New member and retired national instructor, Caroline Bleil, will teach her Painted Lady 
Pendant and Necklace class in September.  Date, time, and location TBD. 
Susan Ryan, long time BSNM member, wrote a special thank-you note to BSNM:   
Thank you for arranging the Sawmill Market luncheon and shopping event!  I had a 
wonderful time and so appreciate BSNM’s enthusiasm, imagination, and kindness!!  Many 
thanks for all your efforts on our behalf!!!  Love, Susan Ryan  
See you at the June swap meet.  Is your BSNM membership current? 
Pat Verrelle, BSNM President, 505-980-6401  
beadsocietynm@gmail.com  
www.beadsocietynm.org  
www.facebook.com/BeadSocietyNM/  
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Upcoming Events 
June 2  
cancelled 

Bead Time 
Wednesday, June 2, 2021  4:00 pm to 6:00 pm  

This Bead Time session has been cancelled. 
Please watch your email and the newsletter for more information on future sessions of Bead Time. 

June 5 Polymer Clay Cane-Making Class 
Saturday, June 5, 2021  1:30 am to 3:30 pm  

The Ranches, 6209 Hendrix Road NE, 2nd floor conference room 
Pam Troutman will teach a polymer clay tortoise/turtle cane-making class.  In this 2-hour class you will 
learn how to make jelly rolls and/or Skinner blends, put clay logs together to create a pattern, and 
reduce the clay to make a turtle (green) or tortoise (brown).  Properly stored canes last for a long time, 
and from canes you can create beads and cabochons.  You will have to bake your pieces at home. 
In order to keep this a 2-hour class, it is VERY IMPORTANT that you buy and condition your clay ahead of 
time.  Conditioning the clay is done by pasta machine or by hand – working the clay until it is soft and 
flat. 
Pre-class prep: 
• Run each color by itself through the pasta machine 20 times, starting with white 

and moving through the lightest brown/green to the darkest. 
• Cut each color of conditioned clay into four equal quarters. 
• If you do not have a pasta machine, you can condition the clay with your hands, 

but it is very hard on the fingers and hands.  Fresh clay makes this easier.  
Massage each color until supple and can be rolled thin by hand. 

• Wrap clay sheets in parchment or wax paper and store in Ziploc bag for class. 
Sign up for the class at www.beadsocietynm.org  Class size is limited.   
Class fee:  $35; No kit fee.  Min. 4 students; max. 9 students 
Students need to bring:   
• 4 blocks of polymer clay: three shades (dark, medium, light) of brown/green and 

white  
• Pasta machine (you can use your hands if you have strong fingers) 
• Hard smooth work surface (a1-foot-square ceramic tile is what I use) 
• Tissue blade to cut the clay 
• Rolling bar (you can use a piece of PVC pipe if you don’t have a clay roller) 
• Awl, dull bead reamer, or toothpick to create holes in beads 

June 9 Board Meeting 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021  11:30 am to 1:30 pm 

Zoom meeting 
The Board will meet via Zoom to conduct the business of the bead society.   
Board members, please plan to attend. 

June 25 Bead Corral Class 
Saturday, June 26, 2021  1:30pm to 4:30pm 

The Ranches, 6209 Hendrix Road NE,  
2nd floor conference room 

Teresa Kenyon will teach a class on making bead corrals (to keep 
those pesky seed beads from running all over your beading surface) 
using a technique called napkin collage.  A little paint, pieces of 
napkins, adhesive, and your fun, creative spirit then voila! you have 
your own, unique little bead corrals. 
Class fee:  $25 
Kit fee:  $10 (includes white acrylic paint, washers (4 of various 
sizes), decorative napkins, adhesive, water cups (disposable), freezer 
paper (to keep your tables clean – it’s not fun if you can’t get a little 
messy!) 
Students need to bring:  2 small inexpensive paint brushes (one for 
“water cutting” and one to apply adhesive) – nothing fancy; 1 small 
disposable foam brush (to paint the washers – our first step!) 

http://www.beadsocietynm.org/
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Upcoming Events 
June 28 General Meeting 

Monday, June 28, 2020   
Time and location to be determined (date may also be subject to change) 

The June general meeting will be our annual swap meet!  We are working on getting an indoor space 
(not North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, since the City hasn’t opened it up yet).   
If that doesn’t work out, the swap meet might be outside at Pat’s house!  

 
Watch your email for details. 
Appropriate mask wearing, social distancing, and sanitizing will be conducted to ensure the safety 
of all members. 
 

July Blue Sky Earring Class 
In-person class – Date, time, and location to be determined 

Liz Sands will teach her Blue Sky seed bead earrings. 
Class fee:  $40 
Kit fee:  $25 [includes 1gram size 15 seed beads (main color); 1gram 
size 15 seed beads (accent color); size 15 Czech charlottes in 2 colors; 2 
4mm Czech glass pearls; 36 2mm Czech glass pearls; small amount of 
pellon, interfacing, or Lacy’s stiff stuff; small piece of ultra suede or leather 
for backing; 2 inches of plastic template, medium or heavy weight; 2 12-
14mm blue button or flat beads; 2 9-18mm glass drop beads (crystal 
drops, flowers, etc.); 2 ear wires (kit contains non-CZ ear wires)] 
Students need to bring:  scissors; size 12 and 13 beading needles; work 
surface/bead mat; beading light; flat nose pliers; thread color to match 
your beads or 6-lb. FireLine 
Instructor will provide:  glue (Aileen’s tacky glue or E-6000); size 13 
beading needles; toothpicks; flat nose pliers; 6-lb. FireLine 

 

 
June Raffle Basket 

Be sure to buy your raffle tickets for a chance to win 
the Bead Nation raffle basket, a patriotic-themed 
collection of beads in red, white, and blue, as well as 
lots of other goodies (total worth at least $75).  Raffle 
tickets ($5 each) will be on sale starting June 5.  
The following photo gives you a preview of the raffle 
basket. 

 
For full details about the raffle basket, go to 
http://www.beadsocietynm.org.  To purchase tickets, 
go to the link for the June general meeting.   

 

Winner, Winner! 
Liz Sands won the May raffle basket – Flamingos and 
Margaritas – containing tropical-themed beads, 
charms, tote bag, and other items. 
Nan Card won the door prize at the May meeting – a 
$20 gift certificate for Mama’s Minerals (donated by 
Mama’s Minerals). 

 

 
 

http://www.beadsocietynm.org/
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Fun at Sawmill Market 
by Pat Verrelle 

The May general meeting, our first in-person meeting 
in over a year, was a big success!  Over 20 members 
showed up!  Everyone had a good time eating and 
drinking and chatting with old and new friends (Susan 
Hager and Susan Ryan met and chatted with Sally 
Moore – discovering that Susan H. and Sally had both 
been teachers).  We also discovered that Julie Fear has 
let her hair grow over the last year – and it looks 
great! 

 
Patti Farley, past BSNM President, is doing better after hip 

surgeries (BSNM gave her a rose).   
Barbara Lewis enjoying her lunch. 

 
Jamie Wells and Fran Hahn (BSNM past president)  

enjoying being able to visit in person!!! 

 
Helen Yackel (new BSNM Secretary), Deb Cole (BSNM 

Treasurer), and Liz Sands (one of our instructors),  
enjoying lunch and visiting. 

 
Jill Bartel waiting to award the Flamingos & Margaritas raffle 
basket to the lucky winner.  Claire Sweeney admiring new 

member Caroline Bleil’s fabulous bead embroidered jewelry. 

 
Nan Card and Nora Diaz discussing beads  

and the food at Sawmill Market. 

 
Welcome back, Jessica Dowell, seen here laughing  
with Jeanette Easley (another of our instructors)  

and-having a blast! 

 
Pam Troutman enjoying herself at the Sawmill Market.   

Love that hat – and the necklace! 
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Sylvia Chao enjoying lunch at Sawmill Market, as well as  

her new Bead Board Extraordinaire.  She chose a board with 
red roses and velvet on it because she loves roses! 

 
New member Jerry Steed, an employee of Desert Rose 
Trading, enjoying lunch and meeting other members. 

 
Julie Fear and Jamie Welles (a couple of our advanced 

beaders( checking out new member Caroline Bleil’s gorgeous 
bead embroidered bracelet and necklace.  Caroline did work 

for Bead&Button and will be teaching BSNM‘s September 
class: “Princess Willow” a bead embroidery with painted lady 

cabochon pendant and necklace. 

And then quite a few of us went across the street to 
shop at Mama’s Minerals.  We had to take advantage 
of the special 30% discount they gave BSNM members 
that day!    We kept Heather Lawson and Jake busy 
checking us out with all our fabulous purchases. 

 
Julie Fear purchasing beads – and racking up  

those reward points.   
(Is this Julie’s first purchase or  
second purchase of the day?   

Inquiring minds want to know!) 

 
Nora Diaz purchasing strands of faceted pink tourmaline,  

with assistance by Heather Lawson. 

 
Jill Bartel picking out just the right strand of iolite at the 

register at Mama’s Minerals. 
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Helen Yackel, Julie Fear, Jessica Dowell, and Jamie Welles 
waiting in line at Mama’s Minerals to pay for the treasures 

they found. 

 

 

Making Bead Boards 
On May 17th, Mary Ann Cordova and Helen Yackel got 
together at Pat Verrelle’s house to work on some of the 
smaller bead boards.  These are made using a black 
velvet jewelry display board as the base, with a 
padded rim and backing made from colorful cloth.  
More volunteers are needed to assemble the final bead 
boards. 

 
Cutting fabric for the padded rims of the bead boards. 

 
Mary Ann Cordova making the colorful padded rim  

for the 20-inch oval bead boards. 

 

Class Photos 
The ladies who took Collette Chamberlain’s beaded 
suncatcher/snowflake class had a great time.  Hope to see 
more of our members at the next class offered by BSNM. 

 
Materials needed to make Collette’s suncatchers or 

snowflakes.  Her son made the jigs (those purple hexagons 
on the right) using a 3D printer. 

 
Work in progress. 

 
Pat Verrelle, Sandra De Salvo, Nora Diaz, Sonya Lee, and 

Collette Chamberlain celebrate being 100% vaccinated and 
creating suncatchers! 
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BSNM Show at Placitas Library 
by Pam Troutman 

Looking for an opportunity to sell some artwork 
this December?  BSNM has been invited by the 
Placitas Community Library (PCL) to show and sell 
from December 4, 2021 through January 6, 2022 
at their expanded art gallery.  The theme is 
“Celebration of Color Fantasy.”  Pick a color theme, 
then make it fanciful fantasy, and you are in!  Jewelry 
and mixed media art are welcome.  Your items will 
need to be framed or designed to be able to hang on 
wall mounts (no sawtooth hangers – wire preferred).  
The PCL will manage sales and take a donation of 25% 
from each item sold.  You may provide one or several 
items for this event.  The more the merrier! 
The BSNM point of contact for this event is Pam 
Troutman.  If you are interested in participating in 
this event, please send an email to Pam at 
StarFerrets@gmail.com by the end of October 
2021. 
To learn more about what the library offers please go 
to https://placitaslibrary.com/.  

 
We need something from EVERYONE in BSNM for the show  

or multiple items from many.  This is a HUGE room. 

 

 

Fiber Arts Airport Display 
by Liz Reisinger 

Following are photos of the items submitted by BSNM 
members for the Fiber Arts Council display at the 
Albuquerque Sunport.  The display will run for 
the entire month of June 2021 and pieces will be 
returned in July. 

 
Tassel necklace by Jill Bartel 

 
Necklace by Jessica Dowell 

 

mailto:StarFerrets@gmail.com
https://placitaslibrary.com/
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Necklace by Jessica Dowell 

 
Decorated shoe by Nan Card 

 
Necklace by Liz Sands 

 
Bracelets by Liz Sands 

 
Necklace by Liz Sands 

 
Beaded purse by Liz Sands 
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Halloween necklace by Liz Sands 

 
Bead Board Extraordinaire by Pat Verrelle 

 
Necklaces by Pat Verrelle 

 
Polymer clay-covered figure by Pam Troutman 

 
Necklaces by Deb Cole 

 

 
 

Standard Necklace Lengths 
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Looking for Class Instructors 
Would you like to teach a class to BSNM members?  
We have several ways you can do so: in person, via 
Zoom, or filmed with a web cam and uploaded to our 
website for members to access.  (BSNM owns a web 
cam and you can borrow it to film what you would like 
to teach.  Similar to YouTube videos.) 
Please contact Pat Verrelle at 
beadsocietynm@gmail.com if you would like to 
teach a class, or if you know of a local instructor we 
can contact. 

 

 

Invitation to Other Guilds 
We invite members of the other member guilds of the 
Albuquerque Fiber Arts Council to become members of 
the Bead Society of New Mexico.  We understand that 
the pandemic has been hard for some groups and 
would invite any creative types who no longer have 
their own group to join us for creativity and 
community.  To join, please go to our website, 
www.beadsocietynm.org.  

 

 

Please Update Your Contact Info 
Members:  Please sent your current email, phone 
number, and physical address to 
beadsocietynm@gmail.com so we can update our 
contact list.  During a recent round of calling we 
discovered that many of your phone numbers are no 
longer correct.  Thanks! 

 

 
 

 

Artist Pages on Our Website 
by Teresa Kenyon, Webmaster 

It has been a tough year for so many, but we are 
seeing places opening up, albeit slowly, in New Mexico.  
The Bead Society would like to help our active 
individual and family membership individuals by 
creating artist pages.  Whether you sell your art, or 
would just like a page to share what you make with 
other members, please reach out to me with your 
information and I would be happy to create it for you.  
We have created a template page that is just waiting 
for your information. 
Information we would like: 

• Your name and picture 
• Your email address for people to contact you 
• Your company name and website or Facebook 

page (optional) 
• Where you sell your art and their websites 

(optional) 
• Pictures of your work 
• A bio so people can get to know you 
• It would be nice to include the type of work 

you do, if that is not clear in your bio 
We hope this will help with your art sales or just 
promoting what you love to do.  Either way, we are 
here to help. 
We do need to respect our business members and 
refrain from any promotion of classes or selling of 
non-finished goods.  This may change down the road 
once the board talks through this and clearly 
delineates between the membership values. 
Please send your information to Teresa at 
beadsocietynm@gmail.com  
A couple of our members have already submitted their 
information and have Artist Pages on the BSNM 
website.  Take a look at 
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Art-
Shows  

 

 

 

  

mailto:beadsocietynm@gmail.com
http://www.beadsocietynm.org/
mailto:beadsocietynm@gmail.com
mailto:beadsocietynm@gmail.com
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Art-Shows
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Art-Shows
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Fundraiser for Barbara Butcher 
Barbara Butcher, who has been battling cancer, had a 
stroke earlier this year that left her with limited use of 
her right arm and leg.  Consequently, she will probably 
need 24-hour assistance going forward.   
To help combat this expense, Jerome Nunez of A Few 
of My Favorite Beads has volunteered to sell the 
leftover stock from Barbara’s former store, The 
Beading Heart of Santa Fe.  Sales are cash only.  
All monies will go to Barbara for her medical 
expenses. 
You must make an appointment to purchase 
these beads.  Please call Jerome at (505) 
974-1645.  Jerome says he can accommodate 
appointments 7 days a week, beginning at about 
11am, but says that Wednesdays are probably the 
best days. 

 
The items are in plastic shoeboxes and labeled.  The 
boxes contain a wide variety of beads and bead-
working items, including glass and raku beads; size 15 
to size 6 seed beads; chain; findings; craft wire; and 
tools.  
All items are upstairs at Jerome’s store (up a spiral 
staircase).  If you are unable (or unwilling) to climb 
the stairs, Jerome said he is willing to bring boxes 
down to you – if you have an idea of what you are 
looking for. 
Several BSNM members have already made purchases 
and say that there is a good variety and all items are 
clean and well labeled. 

 

Placitas Flea Market 
We are on the flea market schedule for 
September!  If you’d like to volunteer to help with the 
booth, send an email to Pat at the BSNM address: 
beadsocietynm@gmail.com  

 
Opening day of the Placitas 2nd and 4th Saturday 
Market (formerly the Placitas Community Flea Market) 
is scheduled for Saturday, May 8, 2021.  The Market is 
the only open-air market in Placitas where you will find 
for sale antiques, collectibles, clothing, jewelry, garage 
sale treasures, plants, steel art, Talavera pottery, and 
so much more.  The Market continues its give-back 
policy by featuring a non-profit or organization at each 
market that provides a service to our amazing 
community.  All vendor fees are donated to that 
specific non-profit or organization as well as donated 
vendor space to promote their organizations.  (In 
September that organization is BSNM!) 
Due to COVID-19, there will be an open space between 
each vendor space, social distancing, and masks will 
be required based on NM Department of Health current 
regulations.  All vendors must provide their own tents, 
tables, and chairs.  All tents must be secured with 
weights in case of wind.  Vendor set up time starts at 
5:30am.  Come early for the best spot. 
The Market will be held every 2nd and 4th Saturday 
from May 8th through October 23rd.  The Market will 
be closed Saturday, August 28, 2021.  Market hours 
are 7:00am-2:00pm weather permitting. 
The Market is held on the west side open space at the 
Homestead Village. No food, beverages or firearms can 
be sold. Leashed dogs are welcomed. 

 

 

  

mailto:beadsocietynm@gmail.com
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BSNM 2022 Elections 
Although it is only June, the October elections are 
practically around the corner.  Depending on the 
restrictions on large gatherings in October, it is 
currently unsure whether BSNM will be unable to meet 
and conduct our annual election of officers in person.  
More details will be provided in emails to the members 
in the upcoming months. 
All positions on the 2022 Board are open for anyone 
who wants to run.  It would be wonderful if people 
would shadow the current officers and learn on the go 
before taking over. 
For the current version of the bylaws, which contains 
the complete duties of the officers, go to 
www.beadsocietynm.org and log in to the website (you 
may need to register first if you haven’t done so 
before).  Click on the Members Only section in the 
upper right corner and then click on the Bylaws box on 
the left side of the page that opens (you may need to 
temporarily disable your pop-up blocker since the PDF 
opens in a new window or tab).  In the bylaws you can 
read about every position on the Board and decide 
which one best suits your abilities and your time.  The 
following is a brief description of the duties of the 
Board positions: 

President (currently Pat Verrelle) – Preside at all 
general and Board meetings; oversee committees; 
sign contracts with the Treasurer; provide a 
president’s column for the newsletter 
1st Vice President-Classes and Special Events 
(currently Claire Sweeney) – Coordinate 
instructors and students for bead society-sponsored 
workshops; create brochures and flyers for 
workshops, when required; assist with special 
events in which BSNM participates 
2nd Vice President-Programs – Plan and arrange 
programs for the general meetings and for each 
Bead Time session 
Treasurer (currently Deb Cole) – Be custodian of 
all BSNM funds; keep an itemized account of all 
receipts and disbursements; submit a budget for 
Board discussion and approval; make payments in 
accordance with the budget upon receipt of receipts 
and completed reimbursement forms; prepare 
monthly financial reports; file taxes and renew 
business license 
Secretary (currently Helen Yackel) – Record the 
proceedings of the Board meetings and the October 
general election meeting; send minutes to Board 
members in a timely fashion; conduct general 
correspondence of BSNM regarding business-related 
items 
Membership Chair (currently Barbara Rosen) – 
Collect dues and distribute membership cards; 
collect monies for raffle tickets at general meetings; 
process online renewals for members and new 
members; maintain accuracy of Gmail and BSNM 
website databases of members 

Membership Recruiter – Oversee and form a 
Welcome Committee; visit bead stores, shows, and 
events for the purpose of recruiting new members 
Newsletter Editor (currently Jill Bartel) – 
Solicit, edit, and write articles for the Newsletter and 
Bead Blast; maintain business member ads for 
publication; publish newsletter via email to all 
members 
Volunteer Coordinator (currently Fran Hahn) – 
Coordinate volunteer recruitment and scheduling for 
events where BSNM has a table/booth or where the 
BSNM’s assistance has been requested; ensure 
membership applications and business cards are 
available for these events 
Member-at-Large – Be responsible for 
representing the suggestions and concerns of the 
general membership to the Board 
Webmaster (currently Teresa Kenyon) – 
Manage the content posted on the BSNM website; 
maintain the technical contracts for website, 
including eCommerce, webhosting, and event 
coordination applications 
Social Media Manager (currently Pam 
Troutman) – Maintain the BSNM Facebook page 
and other social networking accounts; add BSNM 
events to Facebook page; monitor Facebook activity 
for messages, likes, and unauthorized links to 
commercial pages 
Meeting Coordinator (currently Liz Reisinger) – 
Recruit volunteers to bring refreshments to the 
general meetings; set up and monitor the show-and-
tell tables; assist with setting up and taking down 
tables and chairs, if necessary; make sure there are 
paper plates, napkins, forks, etc., for each meeting 
Photographer (currently Julie Fear) – Take 
photographs at meetings and events, including all 
contest entries and winners; provide photos to 
Webmaster, Social Media Manager, and Newsletter 
Editor for publication 
Historian (currently Sue Hostettler) – Maintain 
speakers’ records; keep “lessons learned” 
documentation (record classes taught, when, and by 
whom) 

Please decide to run for office.  You will be very 
instrumental in continuing the growth of the BSNM and 
making the necessary changes to stay relevant and 
helping us to stay on an upward trajectory.  It is an 
honorable thing to sacrifice some time for something 
you care about and believe in and that benefits others. 

 

 
  

http://www.beadsocietynm.org/
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What Have You Been Doing  
While Staying at Home?  Part 14 

Here are some more creative endeavors by our 
members while staying at home during the COVID-19 
restrictions.  (It has already been more than a year!)  
To share your work in the newsletter, please send a 
photo and description by the 20th of the month 
to beadsocietynm@gmail.com.  
Sally Moore has been busy beading using stone beads.  
The first photos show a shungite, carnelian, and silver 
choker necklace and earrings.  These were inspired by 
the March speaker from Mama’s Minerals about the 
special properties of stones.  The next photo shows a 
bumble bee jasper bracelet with hand-cast bee charm.  
This stone is from an Indonesian volcano, which 
contains trace elements of arsenic (which gives the 
stone its yellow and orange colors).  [Editor’s note:  
Although the industry calls this stone bumble bee 
jasper, the term “jasper” is a misnomer, as this 
material contains no quartz at all.  It is a fibrous 
calcite.] 

 

 

 
Pam Troutman shows off her necklace using beads 
made with sections of her turtle polymer clay cane.  
(You can learn this cane technique in Pam’s class on 
June 5.  See the Upcoming Events section in this 
newsletter for details.) 

 

 

  

mailto:beadsocietynm@gmail.com


BSNM Newsletter June 2021  14 

From Our Local Businesses 
A Few of My Favorite Beads:  Call (505) 974-1645 or 
come by to see our latest beads. 
Baskets of Africa:  We have been working with group of 
Zulu weavers for the last 18 years, while they steadily 
grew into a major regional source of employment for over 
800 weavers and their families.  We are very fortunate to 
have just received a new shipment, giving us our largest 
selection ever!  If you don't see exactly what you want on 
our website, contact us and we’ll search the baskets in our 
warehouse to see if we can find just what you're looking 
for.  Thank you for supporting these fantastic weavers and 
their families.  (505) 323-2315 or go to 
info@basketsofafrica.com. 

 
Beadweaver of Santa Fe:  We are still offering a 10% 
discount to BSNM members, and social distancing for 
COVID-19 still in effect.  Masks and hand sanitizer 
required and only three people at a time in the store. 
The Beaded Iris:  Come on into the store and rediscover 
all the beads, crystals, delicas, findings, thread, and other 
products you need to complete your beautiful project.  
Store hours are Mon. through Thurs. 10am to 5pm; Fri. 
through Sat. 10am to 4pm.  We will be glad to make an 
appointment if these hours do not accommodate your 
schedule or special needs.  To schedule an appointment, 
call 505-299-1856 or email us at 
beadedirisstore@aol.com. 
Desert Rose Trading:  Open June 1 through June 26.  
Mon. through Sat 10am to 5pm.  8001 Wyoming NE.  
(505) 821-6723. 
Glorianna’s Beads (Santa Fe):  70 West Marcy Street, 
Suite B.  Phone: (505) 982-0353.  Open Tues-Wed and 
Fri-Sun 10:30am to 4pm. 
Mama’s Minerals:  For those who want to shop in 
person, we are NM Safe Certified and we made the NM 
Safe Promise.  Phone orders are also welcome.  Free 
curbside pickup.  Free shipping on orders over $49 (within 
the U.S.; excludes equipment).  For the latest store 
information, sign up for our email at 
www.MamasMinerals.com. 
Meltdown Studio:  Try something new, create a new 
memory, make a piece of jewelry you will cherish for 
years to come.  Our “Make it at Meltdown” classes are the 
perfect way to enjoy a fun and safe outing with friends, 
family, or simply to do something special for yourself.  We 
continue to follow the governor’s COVID-19 mandates and 
prioritize the safety of our students, teachers, and studio 
members.  Check out our current classes at 
https://www.meltdownstudio.com/group-classes-1.  
New Mexico Bead Company:  New Mexico Bead 
Company (formerly New Mexico Bead and Fetish) 
currently only has online sales.  They have stone beads, 
seed beads, fetishes, crystals, and more available on their 
website: https://www.nmbead.com/. 

Santa Fe Jewelers Supply:  Open 9:00am to 5:00pm.  
Curbside pickup, mail order, or visit our showroom today!  
Order on our website at www.sfjs.net day or night.  
Phone: 505-988-9157. 
Stone Mountain Bead Gallery:  As allowed by the 
governor, we’re open Mon. through Sat. from 11am to 
6pm; Sun. 12:30pm to 4:30pm.  Call 505-385-2200 to 
arrange contactless pickup.  30% off on glass beads 
and 20% off other items for BSNM members.  Back 
issues of Bead&Button magazine are also available. 
Thomason Stone Supply:  Jewelry is both a passion and 
an intricate craft.  We provide an excellent selection of 
materials to satisfy even the most discerning shopper.  
Hours are Mon. through Sat. 10am to 6pm.  You can place 
an order by calling us at 888-353-9934 or 505-268-9934, 
or by filling out a contact form on our website, 
https://www.thomasonstonesupply.com/. 
Thunderbird Supply Company:  See our website 
(https://www.thunderbirdsupply.com/) for online and in-
store specials.  Store hours:  Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm; Sat. 
10am-5pm. 
Treasures of the Gypsy/Gypsy Raven:  During these 
difficult times I wish for you HAPPINESS and GOOD 
HEALTH, and that your HEART BE JOYFUL and filled with 
LOVE and be at PEACE today.  Take a deep breath and 
have faith that everything will work out for the best.  
Sending big Gypsy Hugs your way.  Treasures of the 
Gypsy Show Room is open by appointment.  Please 
contact Pamela Armas to schedule your appointment at 
505-847-0963, or email her at gypsytreasures@cs.com  

 

 

Rio Grande Jewelry Supply 
The American Mined™ Montana Sapphire™ 
Delivers Expansive Color and Storied Significance 

 
In stunning shades of medium-blue and teal, the 
American Mined™ Montana Sapphire™ delivers vibrant 
color, clarity and a documentable path to your bench.  
Cut from rough gem found in the mountains of western 
Montana, these ethically mined stones are available in 
a variety of shades, shapes, and sizes to suit all your 
signature design needs.  Often associated with the sky 
and credited in folklore as conveying wisdom and 
prophecy, these versatile gems deliver blue hues rich 
with meaning.  Explore the selection at American 
Mined Montana Sapphires  
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Placitas Community Library  
Call for Artists 

“Yellow” 
August 1 through September 9, 2021 

 
“Zodiac” by Alfons Schuster 

Mellow yellow?  Yellow submarine?  Yellow Bird, Yellow 
Moon?  Yellow Rose of Texas?  Tie a yellow ribbon 
round the ole oak tree? 
Follow that Yellow Brick Road in your Itsy Bitsy Teenie 
Weenie Yellow Polka-dot Bikini? 
Musicians have an extensive history of celebrating the 
color yellow.  And now, artists, it’s your turn. 
Our theme for the August 1 – September 9 art exhibit 
is the color yellow. 
Whether your take is positive (think sunshine and 
sunflowers!) or less so (think cowardice or yellow 
journalism), immerse yourself in this shimmering hue. 
We can’t wait to see your response to our theme. 
Submission Deadline:  July 11, 2021.  Submissions 
may be closed early due to space limitations. 
Artwork/Exhibit Installation:  Saturday, July 31, 
2021 
Attend Reception:    Friday, August 13, 2021   
Exhibit Removal:      Friday, September 10, 2021 
Exhibit Coordinator:   Margaret Bruch 
Please visit link for submission form and exhibit 
guidelines:  https://placitaslibrary.com/programs/art-
exhibits/call-for-artists/artist-submission/   
If you have questions, please send an email to the Art 
Committee at PCL.art.committee@gmail.com  

 

 

Pursonalities Plus 
by Mary Ellen Merrigan 

Pursonalities Plus celebrated Mother’s Day with gifts to 
local organizations who have not been able to receive 
items during COVID.  Here is a report from one 
organization: 

Since the purse you carry says a lot about your 
personality, we took a picture of all the beautiful 
purses you donated and let our moms pick the one 
that they liked the best. 
…One mother did tell us this, “I picked a big bag – 
I like to carry things for my kids and I never have 
anything big enough.  Now I do.  I have their 
snacks, a book, their tablets, everything.  It’s 
great!” 
Thank you Personalities Plus! 
      -- Tracy Weaver,  
         Executive Director of Saranam ABQ 

 
NMBS member Mary Ellen Merrigan collects items for 
Pursonalities Plus.  Your gently used purses and gently 
used or new jewelry go to a great cause.  Pursonalities 
Plus serves 25 deserving organizations.  Each purse is 
filled with toiletries and a cellophane package 
containing a necklace, bracelet, and a pair of earrings.  
There is a need for earrings and bracelets at this 
time.  Call Mary Ellen at 505-280-9772 for 
pickup. 
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Gem of the Month – Pearl 
Pearl is the birthstone for June, as well as the zodiac 
signs of Cancer (June 21 to July 22) and Pisces 
(February 19 to March 20). 
Pearls are organic in origin, forming inside the shells of 
certain mollusks known as pearl oysters.  The intrusion 
of some kind of foreign body irritates the inner lining of 
the shell, and the oyster secretes layers of calcium 
carbonate, as well as a special secretion called 
conchiotin.  The combination of these two ingredients 
creates layers of nacre – the proper name of mother-
of-pearl.  It can take several years to produce a single 
pearl within the shell. 
Pearls are either freshwater, produced mostly in China, 
or saltwater, produced in the Persian Gulf or Indian 
Ocean coast of Australia, as well as Japan, Fiji, Tahiti, 
and Indonesia.  “Produced” is the key word here 
because the vast majority of pearls these days are 
cultured, meaning they are created by deliberately 
introducing a bead into the mollusk to stimulate the 
secretion of the pearl-forming nacre.  Cultured pearls 
tend to be spherical – although these days pearls are 
produced in many shapes.  True natural pearls are 
rounded but slightly irregular in shape and extremely 
rare.  The only way to confirm if a pearl is natural is to 
X-ray it, which will show the presence of an artificial 
bead under the layers of nacre if it is not natural. 
In healing terms, pearls have a gentle energy, 
symbolic of the moon and its influence on the inner 
cycles within the body.  Pearls can be used to 
harmonize the emotions and ease mood swings, bring 
emotional peace and spiritual tranquility, and to 
balance water within the body and ease fluid retention. 

 

Understanding the 7 Factors of 
Cultured Pearl Grading 

by Sharon Elaine Thompson, June 12, 2019  
https://www.interweave.com/article/jewelry/7-factors-pearl-
grading/?k=nl94jg75BabTceC3K3t3AReVkzI4gL8m47%2FOx4
3Q2aM%3D&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&ut

m_campaign=jmd-trj-nl-190612-
gemjewelry&cid=DM123696&bid=1206231312  

On the surface, a cultured pearl grading system 
wouldn’t seem difficult to create, as there are seven 
common factors everyone agrees are vital in 
establishing pearl quality: luster, surface quality, size, 
shape, color, nacre thickness, and (for strands or sets) 
matching.  But try to quantify the degree to which any 
of these factors affects the quality and value of a pearl, 
and it very quickly snarls into a complicated issue. 
If we were only talking about the Japanese Akoya–
round and white (more or less) pearls–a grading 
system might even now be on its way to being 
internationally accepted.  In fact, GIA [Gemological 
Institute of America] did have one largely geared 
toward Akoya pearls.  But Akoyas are no longer the 
only game in town (and they’re no longer only 
produced in Japan).  There are South Seas pearls, 
Tahitian pearls, and Chinese and other freshwater 

pearls, and each producer feels that their product 
should have a system that represents their merits.  For 
South Seas, shape is important; with Tahitians it’s the 
colors and overtones; and for American freshwater, it’s 
their natural, undyed state.  And how do we deal with 
mabé pearls [blister pearls, which are attached to the 
shell], described as an “assembled product” by GIA? 
So while there is no established pearl grading system, 
there are established pearl quality factors to consider 
when buying pearls.  While these attributes contribute 
to the beauty and value of a pearl, not everyone 
agrees on their order of importance.  Nor do they all 
agree that all factors come into play. 

 
Pearls, often considered a “classic”—meaning old fashioned—
have come a long way. Here a baroque pearl, frosted quartz 

crystal, and a diamond combine in a very contemporary piece 
titled “Orbiting” designed by Eve Alfillé.  

Photo courtesy Eve Alfillé Gallery & Studio. 

1. Luster 
Luster is the amount and quality of light reflected from 
a pearl’s surface.  It’s the most important factor in 
pearl quality, across the board.  When it comes to 
luster, Akoyas are the ones to beat.  The surface luster 
of an Akoya is very strong, due to the relatively colder 
waters that produce the nacre that reflects light.  
Some dealers consider Akoyas to have the finest luster 
of all cultured pearls. 
It is not nacre thickness alone that gives a pearl higher 
luster, but the uniform way the platelets in the nacre 
are stacked.  Platelet arrangement is also responsible 
for two other optical effects seen in pearls: overtone 
and orient.  Both overtone and orient result from light 
diffraction at the edges of aragonite platelets that 
make up the nacre coating. 
Where the aragonite platelets meet each other on the 
surface, they create “suture lines.”  If these lines are 
curved and run deep, you get rainbow colors called 
orient.  If the sutures are straight and run in parallel 
lines, you get the purplish-pink and green overtones of 
Tahitian pearls. 
Because there can be a difference in the type of luster 
exhibited overall by a category of pearls, when judging 
luster quality, be sure you are comparing the same 
kinds of pearls.  Akoyas should be judged against 
Akoyas, and so on. 
2. Surface Quality 
Surface quality refers to the number and location of 
“abrasions, bumps, chips, circles, cracks, flat areas, 
gaps without nacre, pits, scratches, light or dull spots, 
or wrinkles,” according to Gemworld International’s 
Reference Manual.  Judging surface quality involves 
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not only looking for these characteristics, but 
determining what percentage of the surface they 
cover.  Location is also important.  Blemishes near the 
drill hole detract less from the quality of the pearl than 
blemishes on the side of the pearl. 
3. Size 
Size, measured in millimeters, affects value because 
larger pearls are rarer.  The size of a pearl is affected 
by both the size of the oyster, which determines the 
size of the shell bead the producer can implant into the 
mollusk, and the time in the water, which determines 
how thick the nacre will be or how large a freshwater 
pearl will be.  Traditionally, Japanese Akoya pearls 
have rarely been over 7mm.  Tahitian and South Seas 
pearls have rarely been under 12 to 14mm. 
4. Shape 
The most valuable pearl shape is round, as it is the 
rarest.  Akoyas should be round because they’re 
nucleated with round beads and the nacre is relatively 
thin.  (Akoya oysters are small, requiring small bead 
nuclei.)  However, longer time in the water may cause 
the nacre to build up unevenly, producing tails or 
wings on a round bead-nucleated pearl. 
Not all producers emphasize roundness.  Symmetrical 
drop shapes in South Seas or Tahitian pearls are very 
highly valued.  Shape value can be affected by market 
demand.  Depending on the fashion, baroque or other 
pearl shapes might grow in demand among 
consumers.  GIA recognizes round, near round, oval, 
drop, button, semi-baroque, and baroque.  However, 
Chinese freshwater pearls include shapes such as corn 
or potato, and South Seas and Tahitians include the 
circlé or ringed pearls.  There are other shape names 
as well. 

 
These gorgeous baroque pearls show a variety  

of colors, surfaces, and shapes.  
Photo courtesy Eve Alfillé Gallery & Studio. 

5. Color 
Color refers to the body color of the pearl, such as 
white, cream, gray, silver, black, pink, and so on.  
Body color should not be confused with overtone, 
which can be easy to do with the strong overtones 
present in Tahitian pearls.  White has been the 
traditional “best” color for pearls, but the introduction 
of black, gray, and bronze Tahitians, golden South 
Seas, and multicolored Chinese freshwater pearls have 
challenged that perception.  What the “best” color is 

may depend on personal taste or the fashion of the 
moment. 
However, the color should be consistent in each pearl, 
not spotty.  Pearl color can be altered by bleaching, 
dyeing, and irradiation; virtually all Akoyas are so 
treated. 

 
Tahitian pearls like these are in a class of their own  

with their unique body and overtone colors.   
Photo John Parrish. Courtesy Betty Sue King, King’s Ransom. 

6. Nacre Thickness 
Pearl nacre thickness or quality affects pearl value 
because bead-nucleated pearls with very thin nacre 
are subject to chipping, especially around the drill 
hole.  Nacre thickness is described in millimeters—
usually fractions of millimeters. 
Japanese Akoyas once stayed in the water for up to 
three and a half years to allow the pearl to develop a 
nacre thickness of up to 1.5mm.  But as water quality 
decreased—and market pressures increased—the 
Japanese producers shortened the length of time the 
oyster spent in the water to as little as six months.  
That resulted in some very poor quality pearls. 
Other growers produce pearls with thicker nacre.  The 
French Polynesian government has mandated that 
Tahitian pearls with less than 0.8mm nacre thickness 
cannot be exported; many Tahitians have nacre up to 
2mm thick.  South Seas pearls, according to the 
Paspaley website, may have nacre as thick as 6mm.  
GIA has determined that approximately 1.0mm is the 
minimum nacre thickness that should be present on a 
South Seas or Tahitian cultured pearl to ensure 
durability. 
However, freshwater pearls are nacre almost 
throughout, which puts them in a different category. 
7. Matching 
Matching is important when evaluating the quality of a 
pearl strand, bracelet, or set.  Pearls should match in 
color, overtone, luster, shape, and size.  Naturally, an 
excellent match is less likely on a commercial strand.  
If the strand is made up of commercial-quality pearls, 
poor match will have less effect on the value than it 
would have on a stand of high-end pearls.  This is 
assuming that the pearls in the strand are supposed to 
match.  Today, it’s fashionable to mix colors and 
overtones in a single strand. In that case, you would 
look for matching size, shape, and luster. 
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Bead Crochet Book 
The Encyclopedia of Tubular Bead Crochet: The 
Ultimate Tubular Bead Crochet Guide with 300-Plus 
Patterns, Stitching And Finishing Techniques, Materials 
and More 
by Ann Benson 

 
This is the essential resource for tubular bead crochet 
including over 300 unique repeating patterns, multiple 
finishing techniques, guidelines for beads, threads, 
tools, and sizing.  Basic stitching techniques are 
examined in great depth and detail, with dozens of 
graphics and photos to ensure your success in this 
lovely craft.  Designer tips for troubleshooting are 
plentiful and well-organized.  Learn the best methods 
for threading, choosing appropriate materials, and 
ultimately creating beautiful finished jewelry pieces 
from your crocheted tubes and combining multiple 
patterns into one piece.   
Ann Benson is an internationally acclaimed authority 
on bead crochet and has gathered her considerable 
knowledge into one complete reference work for all 
skill levels of bead crochet enthusiasts to enjoy for 
years to come. 
This book is very comprehensive, easy to understand, 
has good and practical tips for bead crochet success 
while designing complicated patterns, and has many 
color and pattern ideas. 
This 8.5x0.24x11 inch paperback book was 
independently published in September 2020.  It has 
100 pages.  Price is $27.99. 
Ann Benson is the author of multiple books on beading 
and needle arts, and the designer of hundreds of 
beading and needle art designs.  She has developed 
and now manufactures a simple beading loom for small 
jewelry that requires no warp finishing. 
As the producer/writer/videographer/animator/narrator 
of dozens of instructional YouTube videos for beading, 
embroidery, weaving and more, Ann is renowned for 
the clarity and precision of her teaching.  She is widely 
recognized as the world's leading expert on beaded 
crochet. 

 

 

Glass Exhibit at Museum of Indian 
Arts and Culture 

May 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022 
710 Camino Lejo, Santa Fe, New Mexico  

(on Museum Hill) 
Clearly Indigenous: Native Visions Reimagined in Glass 
is a groundbreaking exhibit of works in glass by 
33 Indigenous artists, plus leading glass artist Dale 
Chihuly who introduced glass art to Indian Country.  
On view from May 2021 to June 2022 at The Museum 
of Indian Arts and Culture, the stunning art in the 
exhibit embodies the intellectual content of Native 
traditions expressed in glass. 

 
“Raven Steals the Sun,” Preston Singletary (Tlingit), 2017 

The artists have melded the aesthetics and properties 
inherent in glass art with their cultural ways of 
knowing, whether re-interpreting traditional stories 
and designs in the medium of glass, or expressing 
contemporary issues affecting Indigenous Nations.  A 
companion book tells these stories and includes photos 
of most of the works on display. 

 

Bead Fest 2022 
August 17-20, 2022 

Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square, Lancaster, PA 
We are excited to announce Interweave Bead Fest will 
be held August 17-20, 2022 in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania!  The new location for the show will be 
Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square.  We can’t wait to 
finally come together and celebrate our shared passion 
for beading and jewelry making. 
Bead Fest will be a fantastic event!  Stay tuned for 
more details on the event, our workshop schedule, and 
the marketplace. 
Please reach out to us at 
BeadFest@goldenpeakmedia.com for any questions or 
concerns. 
Sending you our best wishes for good health, 
happiness, and creativity.  We can’t wait to see you 
next summer. 
Thank you! 
The Bead Fest Team 
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Yukon Woman Turns Photographs 
into Beaded Art 

Chris MacIntyre, CBC News, April 13, 2021  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/yukon-woman-is-

creating-a-whole-new-genre-of-beading-1.5984629  

Mary Blahitka, who has friends that have called her the 
“Picasso of beadwork,” learned how to bead at an early 
age from her mother, Pansy Allen. 
“She’d start us off by beading necklaces,” Blahitka 
said.  “Then we graduated to sewing moccasins or 
mukluks.” 
Now, the Teslin Tlingit First Nation woman is taking 
beading to a whole new level by turning photographed 
family moments into beaded art. 

 
“I started beading again and noticed that not too many 
people were beading things like tanning moose hides or 

fishing,” Blahitka said. (photo by Mary Blahitka) 

Raised by Artists 
Both of Blahitka’s parents made a living as artists while 
running a trap line in the winter and fishing tours in 
the summer.  
“Mom home-tanned furs, moose, and caribou hides, 
beaded and sold moccasins and mukluks.  Dad painted 
and sold portraits and landscapes,” Blahitka said. 
In her later years, Blahitka says she didn’t bead as 
much as she did when she was younger.  But after her 
mother died, she turned to the craft again. 
"I felt closer to her so I started beading again and 
noticed that not too many people were beading things 
like tanning moose hides or fishing," she said. 

Hours of Work 
She says she enjoys beading moments in her family's 
history.  Blahitka started experimenting with designs 
and colours.  Some of her pieces take up to 40 hours 
to complete. 
“I draw it out on paper and then use tracing paper just 
to do the outline,” she said. 
Blahitka's latest piece is a scene from her granny’s fish 
camp at Johnson’s Crossing — it’s the attention to 
details that took the most time, she says. 
 “There’s an eagle in the tree. King salmon laying at 
my granny’s feet and she’s cutting a salmon.  In 
behind her is all of the arnica because the whole area 
around her camp was filled with arnica,” Blahitka said. 

“There’s salmon hanging up on the racks drying and 
her little smudge pot going.” 

 
“I just sort of bead how I feel,” Mary Blahitka said.  

(photo by Mary Blahitka) 

Blahitka says she doesn’t know what to do with all of 
the pieces she has created.  “I haven't really thought 
of a plan or discussed my marketing,” Blahitka said. 
She says she will take photos of all of her work and 
sell prints and posters to people who are interested in 
buying one. 

Proud Parents 
Before her father, Les Allen, passed away, Blahitka 
would visit him and share the art she had been 
making. 
“He would examine it with his artistic eyes,” Blahitka 
recalled.  “He said to me, ‘I’d really never seen anyone 
bead quite like this before.  This is really different. I’m 
sure your mother would be very proud of you.’” 
Blahitka says her parents always created art in their 
own styles and patterns. 
She says she has followed the same path. 
“I just bead what I feel,” she said.  “I kind of miss my 
granny, so I’ll see if I can bead what her fish camp 
looked like.” 

 
Blahitka beaded an image of a dog team.  She says she’s 

trying to capture history in her beadwork.  
(photo by Mary Blahitka) 

 

 

  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/yukon-woman-is-creating-a-whole-new-genre-of-beading-1.5984629
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/yukon-woman-is-creating-a-whole-new-genre-of-beading-1.5984629
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Inside a Multimillion-Dollar, 
Counterfeit Native American  

Art Syndicate 
by Larry Barker, KRQE, May 11, 2021  

https://www.krqe.com/news/larry-barker/multi-million-dollar-
native-american-counterfeit-art-syndicate-investigation/  

Larry Barker takes us behind the scene of 
Operation Al-Zuni, a global undercover 

investigation 
At western New Mexico’s Zuni Pueblo, craftsman Todd 
Westika is hard at work on his latest masterpiece. 
Todd’s award-winning stone carvings are sought by art 
collectors worldwide.  But today, there’s a dark cloud 
hanging over Todd. 
And in Santa Fe, Navajo artist Liz Wallace handcrafts 
her latest creation.  Liz’s unique designs have earned 
her an international reputation.  But her livelihood is 
also at risk.  “I feel defeated… it’s so overwhelming,” 
Liz said. 
We’re talking about Native American art, everything 
from Navajo turquoise and silver to Zuni inlay.  It’s a 
huge tourist draw and one of New Mexico’s most 
important industries.  But today, con artists are 
flooding the Indian jewelry marketplace with cleverly 
disguised counterfeits, cheating consumers out of 
millions of dollars. 
“You’re talking about stealing people’s livelihoods,” 
says Santa Fe Gallery owner Mark Bahti.  “You’re 
talking about stealing their cultural heritage; you’re 
talking about deceiving vast swaths of the American 
public,” Bahti said. 
Counterfeiting Native American art is a federal crime.  
After fake jewelry showed up in Albuquerque’s Old 
Town and Santa Fe’s Plaza, federal law enforcement 
agents launched a major undercover investigation 
dubbed Operation Al-Zuni. 
“It was a very big deal,” former U.S. Attorney John 
Anderson says.  “This crime spanned all the way from 
the Philippines across the western United States,” 
Anderson said. 
The mastermind behind this scheme was Albuquerque 
businessman Jawad Khalaf.  Together with several 
co-conspirators, they orchestrated a criminal 
enterprise involving tens of millions of dollars of phony 
Native American art.  Ground zero for the con game 
was the Philippines.  Hidden behind massive gates on a 
nondescript street in Cebu City was the nerve center of 
the illicit operation, a Filipino sweatshop called Fashion 
Accessories 4 U. 

 

“Its primary business, maybe exclusive business was 
to make counterfeit Native American style jewelry to 
be imported to the United States,” says Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Sean Sullivan.  “They were obtaining genuine 
Native American jewelry and artwork and copying it, 
creating molds so that they could duplicate artwork on 
the cheap overseas in the Philippines with the design 
of passing it off to American consumers as real works 
of art.  The fakes were pretty good,” Sullivan says. 
Fashion Accessories 4 U churned out hundreds of 
thousands of Native American knock-offs.  For 
example, some of the imitations manufactured in the 
Philippines were copies of jewelry handcrafted by a 
well-known Navajo craftsman Edison Yazzie.  Navajo 
jeweler Calvin Begay also had some of his designs 
duplicated in the Philippines. 

  
Real pendant by Calvin Begay and fake pendant 

The counterfeit jewelry manufactured in Cebu City was 
shipped to an Albuquerque business called Sterling 
Islands on Menaul, NE.  Sterling Islands was owned by 
Jawad Khalaf.  “We’re talking about hundreds of 
thousands of pieces of jewelry, bracelets, earrings, 
necklaces of that sort,” Federal Prosecutor Sean 
Sullivan says.  “What they had on them were stickers 
that said ‘Made in the Philippines’.  But (the stickers) 
could be easily removed by an unscrupulous jewelry 
store owner who wanted to deceive a customer,” 
Sullivan said. 
Over the course of the investigation, Sterling Islands 
received truckloads of counterfeit jewelry with a 
wholesale value of $11,800,000.  From Albuquerque, 
the knock-offs were sent to a Gallup wholesale 
distributor, Al-Zuni Global Jewelry, owned by Jawad 
Khalaf’s brother, Nash Khalaf. 
“Al-Zuni Global Jewelry (is) the wholesale business 
that received thousands of pieces of counterfeit Native 
American style jewelry and other arts and crafts and 
sold it at the wholesale level,” Sean Sullivan said. 
From Gallup, the fakes were distributed to retail 
outlets all over the West.  Federal documents show 
undercover agents located counterfeit merchandise 
manufactured in the Philippines offered for sale in 
Galleria Azul (Albuquerque), Gallery 8 (Albuquerque), 
Sundancer Gallery (Albuquerque), Momeni’s Gallery 
(Santa Fe), Gold House (Santa Fe), Silver Coyote 
(Santa Fe), and Bullion Jewelers (Breckenridge, 
Colorado). 

https://www.krqe.com/news/larry-barker/multi-million-dollar-native-american-counterfeit-art-syndicate-investigation/
https://www.krqe.com/news/larry-barker/multi-million-dollar-native-american-counterfeit-art-syndicate-investigation/
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Real pendant made by Edison Yazzie and  

fake pendant sold by Bullion Jewelers 

“Undercover agents posing as jewelry customers went 
in (New Mexico stores) and someone lied to them and 
told them that this was Native American when it 
wasn’t, it was traceable back to a factory in the 
Philippines,” Sean Sullivan said. 
Federal Agents caught jewelry peddler Mohammad 
Manasra at an Albuquerque Flea Market hawking the 
Filipino fakes as authentic Native American art.  At one 
point, in a recorded conversation with federal agents, 
Manasra represented manufactured jewelry as 
“Navajo” and “Zuni.” 
When the federal agents visited Gallery 8 in 
Albuquerque’s Old Town, the sales clerk represented 
jewelry made in the Philippines as authentic Native 
American art.  Gallery 8 owner Nael Ali later admitted 
in court documents that he instructed his staff to lie 
about the Sterling Islands imitations. 
‘Operation Al-Zuni’ spanned nine years.  Federal 
agents seized 350,000 pieces of counterfeit jewelry 
valued at more than $35,000,000.  “This was the 
biggest fraud scheme involving Native American 
jewelry and arts and crafts may be in the entire United 
States,” according to Sean Sullivan. 
“The criminal offenses were really twofold,” Former 
U.S. Attorney John Anderson said.  “One was 
marketing as Native American jewelry items that were, 
in fact, manufactured in the Philippines.  The other was 
unlawfully importing those items into the United States 
without the appropriate markings,” Anderson says. 
In U.S. District Court documents, Muhammad Manasra 
admitted misrepresenting merchandise he sold at the 
Albuquerque Flea Market.  “The jewelry I sold to the 
(undercover agent) was Native-American in style, but I 
knew it was actually made in the Philippines and not 
by Indians,” Manasra admitted.  “I intentionally told 
the (undercover agent) the Kokopelli set was ‘Zuni’ 
and that the rings, bracelet, and cluster set were 
‘Navajo,’” Manasra told the Court.  Manasra was 
sentenced to one-year probation and forfeited more 
than 5,000 pieces of counterfeit jewelry.  He was also 
ordered to pay a $500 judgment. 
Gallery 8 owner Nael Ali pleaded guilty to violations of 
the Federal Indian Arts and Crafts Act.  “I knew that 
many of the pieces of Native American-style jewelry I 
displayed for sale were not made by Indians but rather 
made by laborers in the Philippines,” Ali said in Court 

documents.  He was sentenced to serve six months in 
a federal penitentiary. 
Jawad and Nash Khalaf pleaded guilty and were 
sentenced to 2 years probation.  The Khalaf brothers 
forfeited $290,000 in cash as well as the counterfeit 
jewelry.  They were ordered to each pay a $300,000 
fine. 
The Sterling Islands scheme has been shut down.  But 
don’t think the problem of fake Native American art 
has gone away.  As long as there are big profits to be 
made, the crooks will always be there. 
“I think it’s a bigger problem now than it was 50 years 
ago,” Santa Fe Gallery owner Mark Bahti says.  “It 
makes me very, very sad, discouraged for the artists.  
It makes me angry… I know these people and this is 
their livelihood, and these fakes are directly impacting 
them,” says Keshi gallery owner Bronwyn Fox. 
“The federal government is going to be very, very 
aggressive in rooting out counterfeits from the market, 
protecting Native American cultural patrimony and 
cultural heritage,” Federal Prosecutor Sean Sullivan 
says.  “If you’re a business who wants to cheat people, 
we’re going to find you, and we’re going to shut you 
down,” Sullivan said. 
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NM Adopts CDC Mask Guidelines 
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2021/05/14/updated-

public-health-order-in-effect-new-mexico-adopts-cdc-mask-
guidance-for-fully-vaccinated-individuals/  

The New Mexico Department of Health announced the 
state’s adoption of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s updated guidance on facemasks for those 
who are fully vaccinated.  Per the CDC, in most 
circumstances, fully vaccinated individuals are no longer 
required to wear a mask in either indoor or outdoor 
settings.  All individuals who are unvaccinated or not yet 
fully vaccinated are still required, per the public health 
order and CDC guidance, to wear a mask in public 
settings. 
Per CDC guidance, masks covering nose and mouth 
continue to be required to be worn by all 
individuals, regardless of vaccination status, in the 
following settings: 
• Health care settings, including but not limited to 

hospitals, long-term care facilities, and doctors’ 
offices 

• Correctional facilities 
• Homeless shelters 
• Public transportation, including but not limited to 

buses, trains, and planes and in transportation hubs 
such as airports and stations 

Pending additional guidance from the CDC, masks 
continue to be required in schools for all students and 
school staff regardless of vaccination status. 
As previously announced by the governor and state 
officials, New Mexico will graduate from the color-coded 
county risk system and remove most pandemic-related 
restrictions on commercial activities when 60% of eligible 
New Mexicans have been fully vaccinated. 
[Editor’s note:  Remember, individual businesses 
can require you to wear a mask to enter their 
establishment, not matter your vaccination status.] 

 

Bernalillo County Goes Turquoise 
As of May 5, 2021, Bernalillo County may operate at the 
Turquoise Level according to New Mexico state criteria: 
     Close-contact businesses: 75% of max;  
        no restrictions on outdoor 
     Large entertainment venues: 33% of indoor space;  
        75% of outdoor space 
     Bars and clubs: 33% of indoor space; 75% of  
        outdoor space 
     Mass gatherings limit: 150 persons 
A county stays at the Turquoise Level for 4 weeks.  The 
next evaluation based on the state’s three health metrics 
(per-capita rate of new cases, average positivity rate, and 
fully vaccinated rate) is on June 2, 2021. 
For all county levels and the full list and explanation of the 
categories, go to 
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2021/05/05/departme
nt-of-health-county-map-update-may-5-near-entirety-of-
the-state-in-turquoise/  

These Retail and Grocery Stores 
Have Dropped Their Mask Mandates 

Dave Jamieson, Labor Reporter, HuffPost, May 21, 2021 
https://www.yahoo.com/huffpost/these-retail-and-grocery-
stores-have-dropped-their-mask-mandates-212302851.html  

The following major retailers [that have stores in the 
Albuquerque area] have all dropped their mask 
requirements for vaccinated customers as of May 21, 
though in some cases workers must continue wearing 
them: 

• Walmart 
• Target 
• Costco 
• Kroger, which includes Smiths 
• Home Depot 
• Lowes 
• BestBuy 
• Kohl’s 
• Walgreens 
• CVS 
• Trader Joe’s 
• Family Dollar 
• Dollar Tree 
• Dollar General 

As of May 28, 2021, Albertsons is not requiring masks for 
vaccinated customers.  

 
Skipping Masks Still Carries Some 

Risk for Vaccinated Individuals 
Zee Krstic, May 21, 2021  

https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/experts-explain-skipping-
masks-still-181600535.html  

The decision to allow fully vaccinated individuals to 
remove face masks in most public spaces, in both indoor 
and outdoor settings, comes as the vaccination rate is 
approaching 38% - just about 125 million people across 
the country – and as officials also grapple with a dip in 
vaccination rates.  To be clear, those who are 
unvaccinated must remain in face masks in crowded 
outdoor spaces and in all indoor settings, as the 
high risk for COVID-19 transmission hasn't 
changed.  It’s also why some experts are exercising 
caution despite these updated CDC guidelines. 
Should we still wear a face mask? 
While the risk of doing so is low, as officers at the CDC 
continue to publish many studies supporting the 
effectiveness of vaccines against asymptomatic illness, 
there is a chance that vaccinated individuals may contract 
COVID-19 without knowing it. 
Should we still be social distancing? 
Like masks, keeping hand hygiene in check and, more 
importantly, maintaining as much social distance as 
possible are essential in lowering the risk of COVID-19 
transmission — even for vaccinated individuals.  If it’s at 
all possible, you should remain socially distant when 
meeting with friends, especially indoors. 
I'm vaccinated and following guidelines. Why 
should I have to care about risk? 
Taking the time to still adhere to best safety practices 
against COVID-19 can save you from potentially spreading 
the disease to others around you, including vulnerable 
unvaccinated individuals or children. 

 

https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2021/05/14/updated-public-health-order-in-effect-new-mexico-adopts-cdc-mask-guidance-for-fully-vaccinated-individuals/
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2021/05/14/updated-public-health-order-in-effect-new-mexico-adopts-cdc-mask-guidance-for-fully-vaccinated-individuals/
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2021/05/14/updated-public-health-order-in-effect-new-mexico-adopts-cdc-mask-guidance-for-fully-vaccinated-individuals/
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2021/05/05/department-of-health-county-map-update-may-5-near-entirety-of-the-state-in-turquoise/
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2021/05/05/department-of-health-county-map-update-may-5-near-entirety-of-the-state-in-turquoise/
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2021/05/05/department-of-health-county-map-update-may-5-near-entirety-of-the-state-in-turquoise/
https://www.yahoo.com/huffpost/these-retail-and-grocery-stores-have-dropped-their-mask-mandates-212302851.html
https://www.yahoo.com/huffpost/these-retail-and-grocery-stores-have-dropped-their-mask-mandates-212302851.html
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/experts-explain-skipping-masks-still-181600535.html
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/experts-explain-skipping-masks-still-181600535.html
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Keep in Your Thoughts 
Liz Reisinger, whose son has been in the hospital, as 
well as other family concerns 
Deb Novak, whose mother has been ill 
Pat Verrelle, whose husband will start another round of 
chemotherapy in June 
Barbara Butcher, former owner of Beading Heart of 
Santa Fe, who is undergoing heavy chemotherapy and 
who recently had a stroke 
Indea Sanchez, who has been undergoing intensive 
chemo treatments for gall bladder cancer 
Sandy Johnson, who husband passed away recently 
Teri Lawson, who is undergoing chemo and radiation 
treatments for breast cancer 
If you would like to send a card or note of 
encouragement to any of these members, please 
address the envelope to them in care of the Bead 
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 91655, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87199, and we will 
ensure that they get your messages. 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
If your birthday isn’t listed here, please let us know at 
beadsocietynm@gmail.com so we can wish you a 
Happy Birthday! 

 

Welcome New Members 
Welcome to two new members:  Caroline Bleil and 
Jerry Steed. 

 

BSNM Financials  
Available on Website 

The Bead Society raised over $1,300 during our 
January 2021 raffle.  Thanks again to all of our 
sponsors and contributors, and to all of you who 
bought raffle tickets. 
The monthly and annual financial reports for the Bead 
Society of New Mexico are now available in the 
“Members Only” section of the BSNM website (you 
must have/create an account on the website to access 
these documents).  Go to www.beadsocietynm.org and 
log in to the website (click on “Log In” in the far upper 
right corner of the homepage; you need to register 
first if you haven’t done so before).  Hover over the 
“Members Only” section on the right end of the 
categories bar with your mouse and click on 
“Financials” in the drop-down menu.  Then click on the 
document you want to read.  (You may need to 
temporarily disable your pop-up blocker since the 
documents may open in a new window or tab).   

 

Get More Information  
on the BSNM Website 

  Classes:  For classes taught by our business members 
and other non-BSNM-sponsored classes,  
go to 
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Bead-
Time for dates, times, and descriptions. 
To review class details and to register online, log in to the 
BSNM website with your email and password and go to 
the event page 
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Meetings
-Classes-and-Events.   
  Craft Shows and Other Events:  To see upcoming 
shows that our members are involved in, go to the 
Members Art Shows listing at 
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Art-
Shows.  Also, if you have an art show you are 
participating in, don't forget to send Teresa Kenyon (at 
beadsocietynm@gmail.com) the information and event 
link so we can include your event. 

 

2021 BSNM Calendar 
The following is the calendar for BSNM meetings and 
events for 2021.  Currently, due to COVID-19 
restrictions, all meetings are conducted via Zoom.  
Dates and events are subject to change.  Bead Times 
have been cancelled until further notice. 

General 
meeting,  

4th Mon.*, 
6:30pm 

Board 
meeting, 

2nd Wed., 
11:30am Classes 

Special 
events 

Jan. 25 Jan. 13  Annual 
party 

Feb. 22 Feb. 10   

March 22 March 10 Betsy’s Song 
Necklace  

April 26 April 14 
Leather and 

Pearl 
Macramé 

 

May 24 May 12 
Beaded 

Suncatcher/ 
Snowflake 

Fiber Arts 
Fiesta 

(cancelled) 
June 28 June 9 Bead Corrals  
July – no 
meeting July 14 Blue Sky 

Earrings Field trip 

August 23 August 11   

Sept. 27 Sept. 8 Painted Lady 
Pendant State Fair 

Oct. 25 Oct. 13   
Nov. 15 Nov. 10   

Dec. – no 
meeting Dec. 8   

* exceptions are May and November due to holidays 
BSNM will participate in the Placitas Flea Market in Fall 2021. 
 

 

mailto:beadsocietynm@gmail.com
http://www.beadsocietynm.org/
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Bead-Time
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Bead-Time
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Meetings-Classes-and-Events
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Meetings-Classes-and-Events
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Art-Shows
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/Art-Shows
mailto:beadsocietynm@gmail.com
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New 2021 Workshops Offered at 
Treasures of the Gypsy/ 

Gypsy Raven Studio/Gallery 
Hoping this reaches all in a healthy and happy state!  
As more and more vaccines are being given we are 
starting to feel a little safer.  We are so looking 
forward to in-person workshops once again!  We are 
being very careful and cleaning all surfaces before and 
after the workshops.  We are making sure each person 
has their own 6-foot table for social distancing and all 
are wearing masks when moving about the room.  
All workshops will be held at Gypsy Raven Studio/ 
Gallery located at 111 W. Broadway, Mountainair, NM 
87036.  For multiple day workshops Pamela Armas will 
make arrangements with local hotels with special rate 
discounts for those that need overnight lodging.  Lunch 
and dinner can either be brought by the attendee or B 
Street Deli has a good menu for takeout. 
To sign up for any of the workshops contact Pamela 
Armas by email at gypsytreasures@cs.com and she 
will email you a form to fill out to register for class.  
Mail form and check made out to Pamela Armas to: 
Treasures of the Gypsy, P.O. Box 748, Mountainair, NM 
87036. Phone: 505-847-0963.  Maximum of 
10 students per workshop.  No cancellation refunds 
within 72 hours of workshop. 

Botanical Printing on Fabric and Paper 
Workshop with Instructor Linda Rael 
Two-Day Workshop: Sat. and Sun., June 12 & 13, 
2021, 10am-5pm each day 

          
In this workshop students will learn the basic process 
of printing leaves on paper and fabric.  We will be 
using a heat press (a T-shirt press) which speeds up 
the printing process from 2-plus hours with traditional 
steaming to 4 minutes with the heat press.  In addition 
to the printing process, students will learn assorted 
methods to enhance the prints with colored papers, 
stencils and silk ties as well as using watercolor paint, 
colored pencils, and other details.  Suggested uses of 
prints and ways to present prints will be discussed. 
Linda Rael Bio: Linda is a mixed media artist living in 
Texas and New Mexico. She earned her BA in Art 
Studio (metals) from UNM and also minored in Art 
History (African and Oceanic Art). She produces work 

shown in galleries and shows in both Texas and New 
Mexico. 
Cost: $195.00.  Deposit of $150.00 is due by April 15, 
2021.  Receipt of your deposit will hold your place in 
the workshop.  Balance due at workshop.  Material kit 
fee is $30.00 and can be paid at workshop.  Material 
supply list will be sent to you once you register. 

Butterflies Are Free Book Workshop  
Four-Day Workshop: Thurs., Fri., Sat., and Sun., 
July 8, 9, 10, and 11, 2021, 10am-5pm each day 

 
In this workshop you will spend four (4) busy days 
creating a beautiful 9” x 12” cloth book with several 
signatures made from fabric and handmade papers.  
Your book will include vintage pieces of crochet and 
linens that you bring to class along with a large 
selection of treasures from Gypsy Pamela.  No two 
books will look exactly alike, however Pamela will help 
you lay out your pages combining all the materials and 
treasures to create your own fabulous masterpiece. 
Cost: $375.00.  Deposit of $150.00 due by May 15, 
2020 which will hold your place.  Balance due at 
workshop.  Material kit fee is $30 and can be paid at 
workshop.  Material supply list will be sent to you once 
you register 

Nature’s Bounty Book Workshop  
Four-Day Workshop: Thurs., Fri., Sat., and Sun., 
August 19, 20, 21, and 22, 2021, 10am-5pm each day 

 
More is more!  In this workshop you will create a 
wood-covered, over-stuffed, 9x12-inch cloth book 
featuring several pages representing nature.  We will 
create specimen pages, pocket pages, small insert 
books, and theme pages with butterflies, birds, fish, 
insects, and more.  Your book will include linens and 
vintage pieces of crochet and lace (tea and coffee 
dyed) that you will bring to class along with a selection 
of treasures from Gypsy Pamela. 

mailto:gypsytreasures@cs.com
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Each book will have its own unique look depending on 
what materials you bring.  Pamela will assist you in 
laying out pages combining all the materials and 
treasures to create your own fabulous “masterpiece”. 
Cost: $385.00.  Deposit of $150.00 is due by June 15, 
2021.  Receipt of your deposit will hold your place in 
the workshop.  Balance due at workshop. Material kit 
fee is $35.00 and can be paid at workshop.  Material 
supply list will be sent to you once you register. 

A Collection of Books Workshop  
Three-Day Workshop: Fri., Sat., and Sun., 
September 17, 18, and 19, 2021, 10am-5pm each day 

 
The only thing better than “stuff” is more “stuff”!  
Layers all piled up on one another and parts peeking 
out from under other parts.  In this workshop we will 
create a collection of 4½x8-inch books “stuffed” with 
laces, trims, pockets, little books, bundles, and many 
more surprises. 
Cost: $275.00.  Deposit of $150.00 is due by July 15, 
2021.  Receipt of your deposit will hold your place in 
the workshop.  Balance due at workshop.  Material kit 
fee is $25.00 and can be paid at workshop.  Material 
supply list will be sent to you once you register. 

Feather Your Nest Book Workshop  
Four-Day Workshop: Thurs., Fri., Sat., and Sun., 
October 7, 8, 9, and 10, 2021, 10am-5pm each day 

 
In this workshop we will spend four (4) busy and 
exciting days creating a beautiful 9”x12” cloth book 
with several signatures made from fabric and 
handmade papers and lots of treasures.  Your book will 
include linens and vintage pieces of crochet and lace 
(tea and coffee dyed) that you will bring to class along 
with a large selection of treasures from Gypsy Pamela. 
Each book will have its own unique look depending on 
what materials you bring.  Pamela will help you lay out 
your pages combining all the materials and treasures 
to create your own fabulous masterpiece. 

Cost: $375.00.  Deposit of $150.00 is due by 
August 15, 2020.  Receipt of your deposit will hold 
your place in the workshop.  Balance due at workshop. 
Material kit fee is $30.00 and can be paid at workshop.  
Material supply list will be sent to you once you 
register. 

 

 

 
June drawing is for a  

Nako turquoise and silver necklace  

 

Sign up in the store or online at 
www.desertrosedirect.com/factoryoutlet.html  

Open quarterly June 1-26 

Mon. through Sat 10am to 5pm 

Desert Rose Trading jewelry up to 80% off 

Save 50% on select bead strands 

Save 40% on select home decor 

Ask them about their weekly flash sales  

8001 Wyoming Blvd. NE  
(northwest corner of Wyoming and Paseo del Norte) 

Phone:  505-821-6723 

 

 

http://www.desertrosedirect.com/factoryoutlet.html
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Las Vegas Bead Renaissance 2021     Denver Bead Renaissance/  
(in person)         Whole Bead Show 2021 (in person) 
June 4-6, 2021         September 17-19, 2021 
Friday & Saturday 10am-6pm,        Friday & Saturday 10am-6pm,  
Sunday 11am-4pm          Sunday 11am-4pm 

Palace Station          Hyatt Regency Denver at Colorado Convention Center 

Grand Ballroom         Capitol Ballroom, 4th Floor 

2411 W Sahara Avenue        650 15th Street 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89102        Denver, Colorado 80202 
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800 20th Street NW, Suite B  

Albuquerque, NM 87104 
(505)-266-8443 

info@mamasminerals.com  
15% discount for BSNM members 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Elixir Chocolates 
6616 Gulton Ct. NE,  
Suite 60  
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
(off Osuna Road, west of 
Jefferson) 

Open Monday – Friday 
10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Call ahead on weekends. 
505-933-5I25 

 
 

 
We specialize in providing care for clients  

who need companionship as well as  
for clients who need end of life care. 

Help For Your Loved One: 
• Medication reminders 
• Cooking favorite meals 
• Total personal care including bathing, dressing, and 

assisting with hygiene 
• Changing bed linens and doing laundry 
• Light housekeeping 
• Assistance with transportation to doctor’s 

appointments, errands, and shopping 

9004 Menaul Blvd NE #11, Albuquerque, NM 87112 

505-798-0978 

Owner: Elizabeth Sands (BSNM member) 

easands@msn.com 

No additional discount for BSNM members 

20% discount for BSNM members 

15% discount for BSNM members 

mailto:info@mamasminerals.com
mailto:easands@msn.com
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Procedure for Submitting Articles for Publication 
Producing a quality monthly publication as well as maintaining an up-to-date website and Facebook page is not an 
easy task.  We have three people who work hard to ensure that our members have the most timely and accurate 
information possible.  But these tasks take lots of time and can’t be done properly without the assistance of our 
members.  Please remember to follow these procedures when submitting information to be shared with the general 
membership: 
   Send all information to beadsocietynm@gmail.com  
   Please send just one topic per email and be sure to include the topic in the subject line and indicate that the 
     topic is for publication. 
   Do not send articles or information as a response to another email; send a new, separate email. 
   Be sure that any artwork, etc., you send is copy-ready in a format that can easily be downloaded and copied – 
     preferably as an attachment (jpg, tif, or png, or incorporated into a Word document). 
   Please send complete information.  The members of the Communications Committee are not mind readers.     
     Please provide full names of persons, full addresses and contact information, dates and times, etc. 
   Information to be included in the monthly publication, either the Newsletter or Bead Blast, MUST be received 
     no later than the 20th of the prior month.  Information received after that date will be shared via social media 
     and on the BSNM website, and used for the following month’s publication if appropriate. 
 

 
2021 Board of Directors 

Due to the New Mexico governor’s COVID-19 restrictions, The Board of Directors has been meeting on the second 
Wednesday of the month at Pat Verrelle’s house, and as of October 2020 has been meeting via Zoom.   
(Normally, the Board of Directors meets on the second Monday of the month from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the North 
Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center.) 
All members are welcome to attend. 
President ...........................................................................Pat Verrelle 
First Vice President - Special Events and Workshops ................Claire Sweeney 
Second Vice President – Programs ......................................... 
Treasurer ...........................................................................Deb Cole 
Secretary ...........................................................................Helen Yackel 
Membership Chair ...............................................................Barbara Rosen 
Newsletter Editor ................................................................Jill Bartel 
Volunteer Coordinator ..........................................................Fran Hahn 
Member-at-Large ................................................................ 
Past President ..................................................................... 
Webmaster.........................................................................Teresa Kenyon 
Social Media Manager ..........................................................Pam Troutman 
Photographer ......................................................................Julie Fear 
Historian ............................................................................Susan Hostettler 
Meeting Coordinator ............................................................Elizabeth (Liz) Reisinger 
Membership Recruiter .......................................................... 
Fiber Arts Council Representative ..........................................Jamie Welles 
Fiber Arts Education Committee Representative ......................Elizabeth (Liz) Reisinger 
 

 

 

mailto:beadsocietynm@gmail.com
http://www.beadsocietynm.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BeadSocietyNM/
mailto:beadsocietynm@gmail.com

